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TAN YUN-SHAN SINO-INDIAN FRIENDSHIP MUSEUM

This museum is named after Tan Yun-shan (1898-1983), the Sino-Indian cultural bridge, to
commemorate the outstanding contribution of this “modern Xuanzang” to the noble cause of
fraternity between China and India that was wrought by his great personality and assiduous
dedication in more than half an century.

Exhibits in the Museum are donated by the descendants of Tan Yun-shan and other friends for

which I acknowledge my fond gratitude.

ZHANG BIGONG
President of Shenzhen University
December 18, 2007

FEE Z5 Ll B AR PR TP A B 20

RINKFRK FhAh#E
A5 T
AR RIS e I AR, e O i 2 1 BRI P 284 T T PR A
FEF RIS R R S B, WA BRI G, PRGBS “ M B A

4



BRON7, Uifl “ BV K88 SRS AR G ORI AL T, AR AR R B A £
KRB LG RAE, AT AR FF A2 0107 BATTHEGIINR 2E B S 2 B ACE L, o
TIPS ey T R A A
WAl —EEMIRE, Bl NTTRRIE 2 A B Fr o2 i B 22 B fl e 1R 5
R FE AR, AP LA,
ARG EP R, BRA P PP Rk,
Bl A K FoF, RSHRKE.
JUTH R LT, (AR RIR A IR, Rk it m
HAE IR BB RO, RPN R IR, XA R B B2 ok N IS4 Hh ok oK 17
DR X — i, IEAE BRI I NPT
IR —E A P BN R A b i ANESS ) o AT, T2 o B AT VR 1) A
B — i X Jm RROR 1, DL Ktk Nk, AR ENACEC R E VR AL I EL, A EIA
HZ 8 58K
AT T T KT !
— 00 )\iEt—H_+—H

SUESPNE P ¥ iR SNV P g N K

JIR P 25 1L PR EIVACHE PR AR, SRR N B SR A e SO BB

IR PUACH BT AZ sL BB Ao A1 sl S K35 44 22, A o3
VAT IR At b BN SCACATE ARG A AT HE T BR2ERG 0o A7 Jin o B g M AR 35 BE TR 2 1L
JifiuE HHE e 110 J84F [ Brap RBHS 28 0 2 BT R W 2 L P AR, R et b B [ 2
ARAFEANIEG B AR SRR B

PUB BT AW SE, O A A R SCAEAZ it IR el .o

NSO 3 a7 B
2K BRI
— 00 \F+—H=1+—H

Congratulatory Message from

The Chinese People’s Association for Friendship
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with Foreign Countries

I am glad to know about the inauguration of the Tan Yunshan Sino-Indian Friendship Museum.
I convey my whole-hearted congratulations on behalf of the Chinese People’s Association for
Friendship with Foreign Countries.

Prof. Tan Yunshan was one of the most important personages in the modern history of
Sino-Indian cultural relations. As an outstanding and renowned scholar, he devoted his whole life in
bridging the friendship and disseminating the spirit of cultural dialogue between China and India.
The inauguration of the Tan Yunshan Sino-Indian Friendship Museum at the occasion of holding
the Ist China South-Asia Forum and International Academic Seminar of the 110" Anniversary of
Tan Yunshan and Prabodhi Chandra Bagachi, would play an active role in promoting
academic exchanges between China and India and also enhance Sino-Indian friendship.

I wish for the betterment of the Museum so that it could become a garden of Sino-Indian

friendship and cultural intercourse.

The Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries
Director Chen Haosu
215 Nov., 2008
( F=msi%)
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MESSAGE from the Indian Ambassador to the PRC,

Ms.Nirupama Rao

I send my good wishes to Shenzhen University on the inauguration of the Tan Yunshan Memorial

Hall of Friendship between China and India.

The contributions made by Professor Tan Yunshan to the cultural relations between our two
countries will never be forgotten. Through deep study and reflection he acquired a visionary
understanding of the civilisational links between India and China and strove in his lifetime to spread
the message of friendship between our two countries. As Professor of Chinese Studies at Visva
Bharati, Shantiniketan, he left an indelible mark on the minds of his students and peers. Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore valued his friendship with Professor Tan. Professor Tan worked selflessly to
help realize Gurudev Tagore’s vision of an Institute of Chinese Studies or “Cheena Bhavana”,
which later also benefited from the services of Professor P.C.Bagchi. The wisdom of these luminous
minds imparted the light of knowledge to the institution and nurtured it, thus laying the basis for

academic and cultural exchanges between India and China in the modern era.

This year, we proudly commemorate the 110" birth anniversaries of Prof.Tan Yunshan and
Prof.P.C.Bagchi. The year 2008 also marks the 70" anniversary of the arrival in China of the Indian
Medical Mission. Our two countries have marked the event by organizing an India-China Jonit
Medical Mission. Ten doctors from India visited China in January to retrace the steps of the Indian

Medical Mission. A team of Chinese doctors shall visit India later this year. This is just a beginning,



but the idea has enormous possibilities.

Our friendship with the Chinese people stretches back over thousands of years. Ours is a
relationship unparalleled in history. India and China are key players in the unfolding panorama of
21% century. Two of the most populated countries, we account for 40% of the world population.
Friendship between the peoples of the two countries contributes to peace and development in the
whole world. Our bilateral relations in terms of high-level visits, trade & economic ties, culture and
education are expanding in scope and content. The potential for further enhancing India-China

bilateral relations is limitless.

We believe that the outstanding contributions of Professor Tan Yunshan and Prof.P.C.Bagchi, and
the abiding relevance of their works are precious elements in the friendship between India and
China. I take this opportunity to again compliment the Shenzhen University for their efforts to

appreciate the life and work of Professor Tan Yunshan.
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Message from the Governor of West Bengal,Mr. Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Dear and esteemed Adhyapak Tan,
It is a great pleasure and privilege to hear from you. Please accept my thanks and regards.

Your mail brings back the pleasantest memories of our earlier writings in the elevating
presence of the late President K. R. Narayanan. I am glad to learn of the proposed commemoration
of your father’s life-work in China, especially in Shenzhen University. I am sure this will refresh
our faith in the future of India-China ties through human interactions, academic exchange and
cultural mutuality.

May the fragrance of Gurudev’s heritage imbue the occasion!
With my respect,
Yours sincerely,
Gopalkrishna Gandhi
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Vote of Thanks by Professor Tan Chung

On behalf of all the descendants of Tan Yun-shan, I thank the establishment of the Tan Yun-shan
Memorial Hall of Sino-Indian Friendship by Shenzhen University. It is the best mode to
commemorate Tan Yun-shan by connecting his name with “Sino-Indian friendship”. Future visitors
to the Tan Yun-shan Memorial Hall will discover that throughout his life, Tan Yun-shan had
dedicated himself to the cause of Sino-Indian friendship. In the book Yimdu zhouyou ji (Tour
allover India) published in 1933, Tan Yun-shan wrote that from the time he started studying his
attention was drawn towards “the two sister countries of China and India”, and from childhood he
had realized that “as a place India must be visited, as a nation India must not be ignored, and India’s
relations with China is a special priority among special priorities.”

Shenzhen is the golden signboard of China’s economic reforms. With the deepening of
economic reforms “China studies” has developed by leaps and bounds in China’s academic circles,
aiming at developing and revitalizing the millennia-old abundant traditional wisdom of China.
However, we know that during the past twenty centuries through the dissemination of Buddhism in
China there emerged a phenomenon of duplication of Sino-Indian civilizations on Chinese soil, viz.,

the two great civilizations coexisted without life-and-death clash and struggle. Finally the two fused
10



into one, and people cannot distinguish what was originated from India and what was a pure
Chinese native product. For instance, it is next to impossible to categorically pinpoint the origin of
the symbol of Sun Wukong, the “QOizian dasheng” (Sage as great as Heaven) --- a vivid example of
the fusion of the two great civilizations of China and India..

There is another vivid example, i.e., the “/ei/aifeng” (Peak that flown from India to China) at
Hangzhou. The eminent Indian monk, Huili, saw that peak in the 4™ century and insisted that it had
flown from India to the place. China accepted his assertion, and the place gained the name
“Heavenly India” (Zianz/u). When Tagore visited Hangzhou in 1924 and learned about the story, he
made the following observation:

“The man from India [Huili] who lived and died here, in the midst of those who
gathered to accept the gift he had brought, came, not with a sense of race superiority,

or of the superiority of his religion, but through an exuberance of love which made

him leave his own land. Unimaginable difficulties and discomforts he must have

experienced, and a strangeness of life that we do not feel to-day.”

This description by Tagore can, to a certain extent, be applied to the life of Tan Yun-shan as well.
Like Huili, Tan Yun-shan also “lived and died in the midst of those who gathered to accept the gift
he had brought”. There is another point, Tan Yun-shan did not go to India to point out any “peak
flown from China”, but created such a “peak flown from China” at Santinketan in Bengal, i.e., the
“Cheena-Bhavana” in Visva-Bharati. The Indian name “Visva-Bharati” has the meaning of “where
the whole world meets in one nest”. Having flown into this “bird nest of the world”, Tan Yun-shan
did not fly away, and did not become a migratory bird like Xuanzang, did not get the reception like
Xuanzang had gotten from the Tang Emperor Taizong and Emperor Gaozong, did not become the
Xuanzang who has dominated the “Great Swan Pagoda” at Xi’an for more than a thousand years.
The Tan Yun-shan Memorial Hall of Sino-Indian Friendship on the campus of Shenzhen University
is not a “Great Swan Pagoda”, but is a comparable symbol of Sino-Indian friendship like the “Great
Swan Pagoda”, and a symbol of the “spirit of pilgrimage” that was established by Xuanzang and
other ancient savants. Tagore also advocated this “spirit of pilgrimage” and observed that “Pilgrims
go on pilgrimages with a vision and purity of heart. That is how they make their pilgrimages
truthful.”

The establishment of the Tan Yun-shan Memorial Hall of Sino-Indian Friendship epitomizes
that under the leadership of President Zhang Bigong and the magificent management of Prof. Yu
Longyu, Shenzhen University is gradually becoming one of the major educational institutions in
undertaking Sino-Indian studies and promoting Sino-Indian friendship and understanding. I
sincerely pray that Shenzhen University prosper in this regard, and progress from strength to
strength with each passing day. I pray that the Tan Yun-shan Memorial Hall of Sino-Indian

Friendship of Shenzhen University develop into one of the important bases of the world for

11



studying Sino-Indian relations, creating the vogue of civilizational interaction and vibrations
between China and India. I pray that innumerable Tan Yun-shan-type of “modern Xuanzang” will
emerge from the young generation of visitors (including research scholars) of the Tan Yun-shan
Memorial Hall of Sino-Indian Friendship, and the two great ancient civilizations play a great role in

the new era in the construction of a harmonious world.
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